From the desk of Fr. Stimpson:

September 26, 2021

Dear Friends,
Our readings show us the working of the Holy Spirit to prophesy and cast out demons. I found
the following selection from St. Cyril of Jerusalem on the Holy Spirit.
2. It must therefore belong to Jesus Christ’s grace itself to grant both to us to speak without
deficiency, and to you to hear with discretion; for discretion is needful not to them only who
speak, but also to them that hear, lest they hear one thing, and misconceive another in their
mind. Let us then speak concerning the Holy Ghost nothing but what is written; and whatsoever
is not written, let us not busy ourselves about it. The Holy Ghost Himself spake the Scriptures;
He has also spoken concerning Himself as much as He pleased, or as much as we could
receive. Let us therefore speak those things which He has said; for whatsoever He has not said,
we dare not say.
3. There is One Only Holy Ghost, the Comforter; and as there is One God the Father, and no
second Father;—and as there is One Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who hath no
brother;—so is there One Only Holy Ghost, and no second spirit equal in-honour to Him. Now
the Holy Ghost is a Power most mighty, a Being divine and unsearchable; for He is living and
intelligent, a sanctifying principle of all things made by God through Christ. He it is who
illuminates the souls of the just; He was in the Prophets, He was also in the Apostles in the New
Testament. Abhorred be they who dare to separate the operation of the Holy Ghost! There is
One God, the Father, Lord of the Old and of the New Testament: and One Lord, Jesus Christ,
who was prophesied of in the Old Testament, and came in the New; and One Holy Ghost, who
through the Prophets preached of Christ, and when Christ was come, descended, and
manifested Him .
4. Let no one therefore separate the Old from the New Testament ; let no one say that the
Spirit in the former is one, and in the latter another; since thus he offends against the Holy
Ghost Himself, who with the Father and the Son together is honoured, and at the time of Holy
Baptism is included with them in the Holy Trinity. For the Only-begotten Son of God said plainly
to the Apostles, Go ye, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost . Our hope is in Father, and Son, and Holy
Ghost. We preach not three Gods ; let the Marcionites be silenced; but with the Holy Ghost
through One Son, we preach One God. The Faith is indivisible; the worship inseparable. We
neither separate the Holy Trinity, like some; nor do we as Sabellius work confusion. But we
know according to godliness One Father, who sent His Son to be our Savior; we know One Son,
who promised that He would send the Comforter from the Father; we know the Holy Ghost, who
spake in the Prophets, and who on the day of Pentecost descended on the Apostles in the form
of fiery tongues, here, in Jerusalem, in the Upper Church of the Apostles ; for in all things the
choicest privileges are with us
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